
 In my family, Christmas was generally not a time for surprise gifts.  We 
tended to be somewhat utilitarian in our gift-giving, stating what we wanted.  On 
Christmas, we found out whether we got what we wanted, and more often than 
not, we did.   

 Quite often in life, we see only whatever it is that we’re looking for.  This 
has the effect of limiting ourselves to our own vision.  What we are looking for we 
find – and usually no more. 

 As we begin this season of Advent, we adopt the posture of waiting 
expectantly for the coming of Jesus (Advent is from the Latin word adventus, which 
means “coming”).  But as we wait for Jesus to arrive, it begs the question: what are 
you looking for? 

 The idea that we’ll see the Jesus we want to see was lampooned very 
successfully a few years ago in the Will Ferrell comedy, “Talladega Nights.”   Ferrell 
plays a NASCAR driver, and in an instant-classic scene of grace being said over a 
meal provided by his fast-food sponsors, he and his family spar over Ferrell’s 
insistence on praying to the “baby Jesus” because “I like the Christmas Jesus the 
best.”  His best friend Cal chimes in with “I like to picture Jesus partying, because 
I like to party.”  His son adds, “I like to picture Jesus as a ninja, battling evil 
samurai.” 

 Have we risen (much) above that?  In this Advent season, are we truly open 
to the coming of Jesus on his terms, or are we only looking for Jesus to come on 
our terms? 

 Are we looking for a Jesus to worship and take his rightful place at the 
center of our lives?  Or do we want Jesus to leave us to occupy the center of our 
universe?  Are we looking for Jesus to direct our generosity, particularly to the  
poor and the oppressed?  Or do we only want to be generous when and to whom 
we want?   

continued on page 2 
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or unto you  

Are we looking to give and receive things, or do we understand that 
presence is more important than presents?  The presence of friends, our presence 
among strangers, the presence of God with us – this is what we should really be 
looking for as opportunities to experience this Advent.  Do we understand how 
much happier this would make us? 

We are not always the best judge of what we need.  Our friends, our 
families, and especially God knows what we ought to be looking for in our lives. 

When I was nine years old there was a box under the tree during all of 
December and I could not figure out what it was.  It wasn’t the right size or 
shape to be anything on my list.  On Christmas morning I rushed down to open 
the box and it was … a dog bed.  My parents informed me that we were going to 
drive across town to pick up a puppy, a liver-and-white English Springer Spaniel 
that I named “Charlie” (for Charlie Brown). 

A puppy wasn’t on my list.  But he was so much better.  He was my best 
friend for 13 years.  I have no recollection at all of what I said I wanted that year.  
It didn’t matter. 

The last thing the shepherds were expecting was an angel appearing to 
them and announcing: “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11, KJV) 

 It wasn’t what they were looking for.  It was infinitely better than that.  
So during this Advent season, don’t limit yourself to what you expect from the 
coming of Christ.  Be open to what Jesus is bringing to you.  Because what Jesus 
wants to give you far exceeds what you want from him. 

Merry Christmas! 
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From the  Choir  Room 

ORGAN RESTORATION  
The workers from Letourneau are putting the finishing touches on each and every one of the 4200 pipes 
in our restored pipe organ. For four weeks the voicing team has been painstakingly adjusting the speech of 
each of these pipes, from the tiny ones of only an inch in height to the 32-foot long Bombarde pipes. So 
far the difference in sound quality, richness and presence from the old instrument is astounding! The 
final ranks will be finished during the first week of December and the organ will have a “soft opening” on 
the weekend of December 4.  Plan on attending the official premiere of our magnificent new instrument 
on Sunday, December 11 at the 4 PM Candlelight Carol Service. The organ will be featured in special  
selections and accompanied by brass quintet.   
 

ORGAN PREMIERE EVENTS 
December 11, 4 PM 100th Candlelight Carol Service and Organ Premiere
   (Childcare Provided) 
January 22, 11 AM Dedication of the organ during Morning Worship 
January 22, 1 PM Demonstration/Recital of the organ by David Macfarlane 
April 1, 3 PM  Inaugural Concert by organ prodigy, Nathan Laube 

 

NEW WEB SITE Have you visited our new web site?  The majority of visitors to our church first visit  
our site at www.englewoodpres.org.  With an emphasis on presenting our church to newcomers – 
including many more pictures – our new look is clean and simple to navigate.  It also comes with  
a new mobile-friendly version that is ideal for viewing on iPhones and other mobile devices.  You 
can also hear the sermons directly at our new site. 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE SCHEDULE 
The Youth Ensemble sang for the Thanksgiving Celebration, and will sing for the Candlelight 
Carol Service at 4 p.m. on Dec. 11 and for Sunday worship on Dec. 18.  
Please mark your calendars. 

 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the Crossroads contemporary worship.  We meet every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m.  
in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same  
basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  (Crossroads will not meet Dec. 11 or 25.)   
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HELPING HANDS BRING SUNSHINE TO CHILDREN IN HAITI 
 

 The Children’s Ministry offers the opportunity for children and youth to give a Christ-
mas gift and make a difference in the lives of children in Haiti. Fran Juste from Fort Lee has 
founded this organization. We met Fran through the sponsorship of Ralf Etienne, the college 

student from Haiti. She collects the following gifts for children and travels to her native country to 
distribute them. Fran will be with us on Sunday, December 11 to share more about this project.   
 We invite the children, youth and their parents to bring any of the following gifts to church 
on December 4, 11 or 18: School supplies, back packs, notebooks, calculators, toys (boys and girls), 

deflated soccer balls- boys love to play soccer, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, syrup for children for 
cough/fever, no clothes needed at this time. In addition, money will also be needed to ship the barrels to people 
in need. A barrel costs $150.  
 “The school we are sponsoring will help 200 children. We are planning to go to Haiti on Dec 26-Jan 3. 
I'm planning to have the holiday party and distribution during that time. THANK YOU so much for making a  
difference in the lives of these children.”  -Fran   

THE YOUTH GROUP SPONSORS MISSION PROJECTS 
 

God’s Creation Calendars for 2012 are now on sale for only $7.00. They make a beautiful gift or to use for 
your family calendar next year. Project Managers Joshua Kahn and Alyson Kumor with their committee will 
assist you at Coffee & Conversation. 

 

UNICEF monies are being counted and Project Managers, Ilta Schulzrinne and Paloma 
Camacho, thank all the families who participated in this important project. 
 

The final total of sales for the Pumpkin Patch is $4700 of which 25 %  
or $1,175 which will benefit Heifer Project International. Lauren Bigler,  

Maia Lee-Chin and Joy Okorie, the Project Managers, are very grateful for the 73  
people who helped unload the pumpkins and staff the Patch during October.  
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CHURCH SCHOOL & SCRIPTURE STUDY CLASSES 
continue on December 4, 11 and 18 at 11 a.m.  

 

 Sunday Afternoon C.A.M.P. at 3 p.m. concludes their six week program on 
 December 11 with singing for the Candlelight Carol Service. 

SECOND SUNDAY PARENTING GROUP MEETS ON SUN., DEC. 11 AT 10 A.M. 
The “Second Sunday” Parenting group gave an Advent gift book to 30 families with young children. “On the Way 
to Bethlehem” is a delightful illustrated book that tells the story of Jesus’ birth and has an  
Advent calendar with colorful stickers for the children. 

Join us on December 11 for a discussion using the book “99 Ways to Raise Spiritually Healthy 
Children” as a starting point. It’s a lovely way to get to know the other parents in our Church 
community and to expand your network of “Mommy/Daddy” friends.      -Alison Raffaele Tatem  
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, December 1 at 10:00 a.m., East Room 
The First Thursday Bible Study group will meet on Thursday, December 1 at 10:00 a.m. in the East 
Room for an enjoyable time beginning with a discussion of the Christmas texts in the Bible, followed  
by a bring-your-own lunch with desserts provided.  Please join us for a wonderful 
time of friendship and celebration. 
 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m., East Room (Childcare Provided) 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week. We review the 
text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation 
that affect the interpretation of the passage.  We encourage you to arrive early and enjoy a good 
discussion and fellowship prior to worship.  Please note: there will be no Bible Study on Sunday, 
December 25 or Sunday, January 1. 

 
 

BASICS OF FAITH: PRESBYTERIANISM 
Sunday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m., Meeting Room (Childcare Provided) 
We’re continuing our monthly series of presentations ideal for persons  
who are new to the congregation, the Presbyterian church, or Christian faith  
(though everyone is invited).  Particularly suited for persons interested in  
church membership, each presentation focuses on some aspect of foundational 
understanding.  This month Rev. Hong will lead a presentation on 
Presbyterianism.  What does it mean to be Presbyterian?  What are the  

beliefs we hold in common as Christians, and what are the distinctives that distinguish us from  
other denominations?  This series of presentations, each on the first Sunday of the month, focus on  
the church, the Bible, and on Presbyterianism in turn.  Please join us and bring your questions! 

 

Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

First Press 

THE INDOOR LABYRINTH IS OPEN ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Come, walk the Labyrinth on the last day of 2011, December 31, anytime from 7 to 11 p.m.  
It’s a time for gratitude for the year that was and prayer for the New Year! The Chapel is  
a beautiful setting for a walk with stained glass windows, Gregorian chant, and candlelight.  
The Labyrinth will remain open Sunday, New Year’s Day, from 12 to 4 p.m. The Labyrinth  
on the Lawn behind Elmore Hall is always open for walking. The Outdoor Labyrinth is located 
right behind Elmore Hall off of the upper parking lot. It’s a great spot under the trees to walk, 
to rest, to pray, to meditate, and enjoy the beauty of the changing colors all around. 
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VISIT OUR CHURCH LIBRARY 
The shelves are packed with good books for almost any occasion arranged alphabetically by author plus many 
biblical references and resources. The latest magazines on a variety of topics including Presbyterians Today  
are on the Coffee Table. 
 

Following the wonderful and helpful presentation on October 23 by Dr. Rosalind Dorlen on “Caregiving: 
Challenges and Rewards”, you will find a new book called, “Caring for Mother” by Virginia Stem Owens.  
In this moving and life-affirming book, the author gives a clear and realistic account of many 
challenges of caring for an elderly loved one. You may wish to join the Journey Group, “Break 
the Silence” in early 2012 by contacting Marcy Steele or Sandy Bishop. 
 

Another new book in our Library is, “99 Ways to Raise Spiritually Healthy Children” by  
popular author Kathleen Long Bostrom. This book is a discussion starter for the new Second 
Sunday Parenting Group, meeting next on December 11 at 10 a.m. You can borrow the book  
and join the discussion or purchase one for only $10.00 at the church. 

News for the  Congregat ion 

100th Candlelight Carol Service and Organ Premier 
Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 P.M. 

The highlight of the Christmas season is this beautiful service presented at our church for the 100th 
consecutive year.  The music will include carols old, new and traditional, audience sing-along and the 
singing of “Silent Night” and candle lighting. Chancel Choir, Youth Ensemble accompanied by brass 
quintet, harp, flute and percussion. This will be the official premiere of our newly restored pipe organ,  
which will be featured in the service. Invite your friends to share in the beautiful music of the season. 

 

Carols Around the Table: An Advent Family Ham Supper 
Friday, December 16 at 6:00 P.M. 

We start the evening at 6 p.m. with activities for kids, including cookie decorating and tree trimming. This 
year, let us do the cooking!  At 7 p.m. we will provide a delicious supper of ham and side dishes (a freewill 

donation will be accepted) and traditional desserts. Supper will be followed by a fun time of singing 
traditional Christmas carols accompanied by David Macfarlane.  Please sign up at C & C – Join Us! 

 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 P.M. 

A Christmas celebration especially suited for families with children. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
Saturday, December 24 at 10:45 P.M. 

Christmas Music for organ preceding the 11:00 p.m. Worship Service.  
Chancel Choir singing music of Adam, Schalk, Gardner, Wilcocks and Lauridsen. 

 

Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m .  
Christmas Day Choral Worship Service 

Our Chancel Choir and soloists will present carols and hymns of the season at this special Sunday Worship. 
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FAMILY PROMISE: HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES FOR 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS! 

  We are hosting homeless families again up to 14 people with 5 other faith communities. They  
come to us on Christmas Day, December 25 and are here for 7 nights until the morning of  

January 1, New Years Day. Your response to help begins on Sundays at Coffee & Conversation. 
 

Our church will be responsible for hosting on Wednesday and Thursday, December 28 & 29 and Saturday, 
December 31. That means we provide 3 meals: dinner, breakfast and lunch items plus 2 overnight hosts on 
those 3 dates. Your generosity in providing a warm and welcoming place for families without a home is 
always appreciated. 
 

YOUR GIFT TO FAMILY PROMISE CAN BE A JOY TO A HOMELESS CHILD 
Homelessness brings with it some loss of dignity and self-determination and is felt more keenly during the 
holidays. The goal of Family Promise Holiday Gift Fund is to provide a gift card for all children and parents 
in our sheltering programs so they can purchase a gift for each member of their family at holiday time. 
 

The Mission Committee has made available the brochure with all the information needed to give a gift to a 
homeless child. You can donate securely on line at www.bergenfamilypromise.org or by check payable to FP 
Holiday Gift Fund and mail to Family Promise of Bergen County, 100 Dayton Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450 
or leave your donation at Coffee & Conversation.  

KIRA RUTHERFORD-BOESE HERE ON DECEMBER 18 

“During July and August of this year, I spent six weeks in Kenya in east Africa.  I was in a program 
called International Volunteer Headquarters. I was accepted as a music teacher and women's educator, 

and ended up doing a wide variety of additional activities, from distributing medicine to members of a 
refugee camp to painting maps on the wall of a school.  I was based in Nairobi, but also visited other 
parts of the country, including Mombasa and the Maasai Mara National Reserve. I am delighted to 
come to First Presbyterian where I was active in the Sunday School, sang in the Junior Choir,  

 was Confirmed and with Chelsea Billings was a member of the first Youth Group under the leadership  
of Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director.”                                      

 

Kira will be our Lay Assistant that day and will be sharing her experiences in Kenya after Worship which  
everyone is invited to attend. The Youth Group has decided to send some of the money raised with the  
Pumpkin Patch to the Heifer Project in Kenya where so many farmers have lost their animals due to the  
drought.  That urgent need was sent to us during our sale of pumpkins. 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST ON DECEMBER 4TH  
 

Thank you to the congregation for your generous support on Sukkah Sunday. You donated 52 
bags of groceries plus 2 frozen turkeys and $387 in cash on November 13. Our Youth Project 
Managers and Committee, Matthew Lee, Joshua Kahn, Alyson Kumor and Emily Kahn, were 
excited when they counted all those bags of food and discovered that we had met our goal of 300 
bags in 2011. We have delivered actually 305 bags to the Center for Food Action this year and we 
still have December 4 as our next Food Sunday. THANK YOU! 
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MEMBER ASSISTANCE FUND 

Did you know that thanks to the generosity of members, the church has a MEMBER ASSISTANCE 
FUND that can provide help to members who may experiencing financial distress?  In these uncertain 
economic times, if you need help or would like to contribute to the fund, please speak with Rev. Hong. 

WINTER COATS FOR NEEDY NEIGHBORS 

The Outreach and Mission Committees are collecting winter coats for those who need them for 
the coming months. Bring your good used coats of all sizes to the church on December 4, 11 or 

18 and hang them on the coat rack just inside the side door of Elmore Hall or place them in the 
 boxes provided.  

UPDATE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

There have been a lot of exciting things happening in the world of Stewardship at FPC 
which I would like to share with you: 
 

Know Your Church Family Dinners – On November 5th five church families opened their 
homes to other members of the church.  I would like to thank Yvonne Crichton and Frank Denbow,  
Sandy and Jae Yoo, Beverly and Pete Rhinehart, Michael Shannon and Jackie Wisner and Marilyn and  
Ray Arons for being gracious hosts for approximately 30 people.  Many new friendships were formed and  
much more is known about our church family than before the dinners.  We also used these dinners as an  
opportunity to discuss mission opportunities and a lot of great ideas came from discussions around the table. 
 

Welcome Center – The Stewardship Committee continues to welcome visitors at Elmore Hall during Coffee 
and Conversation.  Many people have participated in this endeavor with the most recent Welcomers being  
Beverly Rhinehart, Alki Von Gizycki, Pearl and T.K. Lau, Norma Francis, Eunice Dartey, Charlene Niland, 
Carmen Platek, and Diane Christian.  This has been a very worthwhile endeavor as two to three people or  
families have been coming to the Welcome Center weekly.  These visitors have been very appreciative of the 
warm welcome they have received and the gifts we give them.  I would also like to thank all the congregants for 
welcoming visitors at C&C.  I encourage everyone to introduce themselves when they see someone they haven't 
met yet.  We can use more Welcomers so please let Dorothy or me know if you are willing to volunteer.    
 

Commitment Sunday – On November 13th we asked all members who would like to make a dollar commit-
ment for donations during 2012 to do so.  Thus far the commitments have been strong and there have been a 
lot of new commitments which is very encouraging.  We know not everyone is comfortable making this commit-
ment; however, for budgetary purposes we need to have an idea as to how much will be donated during the 
year.  I encourage anyone who is willing to make the commitment, with the understanding that you would not 
be held to it if your financial circumstances change, to do so as soon as possible. 
 

Financial Peace University – On November 20th we completed the fourth Financial Peace University course 
with fifteen people graduating.  Many of these graduates stated that this course changed their lives, a sentiment 
we have heard many times in the past.  We will be giving the class again in the spring of 2012 so please look for 
the dates and tell your friends that this is a wonderful opportunity to find true "Financial Peace".  
 

As you can see there is a lot going on with the Stewardship Committee and we can always use new members.  
Please let me know if you are interested in joining us.   -Paul A. Platek, Stewardship Chair 
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Other News 

First Press 

A CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING  
The THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION was well-attended with 90 present representing 
about 10 faith communities in Englewood. A generous offering of $715 and 10 bags of 

groceries was donated to the Center for Food Action.  

    Donate to the Christmas Poinsettias 
in memory of a loved one, to honor 
family or friend, in thanksgiving for 

another person, or other tributes  
during the Christmas Season. 

 
 

     Please fill out the information below and  
place in the offering plate together with your  

donation or contact the church office by  
 December 15th (201-568-7373 x 0 or x 304 or  

  e-mail to office@englewoodpres.org). 
 

Given by: 
_____________________________________ 
                       (your name)  
 

In memory of: 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
 

In honor of: 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
 

In thanksgiving for:  
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
 

Other honor:  
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Poinsettias 

YEAR WITH THE BIBLE 2012  
Scripture Readings and Prayers are suggested in this guide for individual or family devotions. These teal  
booklets are available at all the Information Centers. 

ANNUAL AUTUMN AUCTION  
     The ANNUAL AUTUMN AUCTION on November 12 was Successful! 

 Thanks for all the donations to the silent and live auction. The 90 participants  
enjoyed a fun-filled, lively evening of bidding, wine tasting, eating, listening to music and  
being generous with their donations to five local agencies: Bergen Family Center, Center  
for Food Action, Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity and Shelter Our Sisters. 

 We greatly appreciate the Sponsors for the event: NVE Bank of Englewood Cliffs,  
Joan Van Alstyne Johnson & Ron Wittreich, and Englewood Hospital & Medical Center. 
Thanks, too, to a hard-working committee with Phil Tamis as Chair, Debbie Alvarez, 
Richard Bennett, Kyung Lee, Linda Moats, Robert Ryder, Michael Shannon, Kelly Spitzley, 
Lois Strauss, Cynthia Tamis, Mibs Wagner, Sandy Yoo, Dorothy VanderWerf, and  
Rev. Rich Hong.  

Phil Tamis, Chair, reports that the Auction raised $9,525 for these local agencies. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
 

In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER,  
you are now able to dial in to our phone 

system and hear a recorded announcement of 
whether any of our activities are impacted.  
During the opening message, just press 7 
(think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be 
informed of whether any events have 

 been cancelled. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter @fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

Merry  
Christmas 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 
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Every Sunday: 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am W
orship Service 

11:15 am  Church School & Youth Scripture Study 
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from 9:30 - 12:30 pm 
CAMP- Children’s Art & Music Program 3p 

Crossroads Contemporary W
orship 5:30 pm 
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Every Friday : 
3:45 pm Youth Ensemble; 4:30 pm Afterschool 
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